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Demonstrators at the 1977 National Academy of Sciences Forum on Eesearch with
Recombinant DNA. The early fears about the safety of recombinant DNA research
have largely quieted as experience with the new techniques has accumulated.

has an interest in seeing the biotechnology industry prosper, not only
because of the specific products that will emerge from the industry but
because of the broad economic benefits to be expected of a vibrant and
expanding industrial sector. "A central purpose of any governmental
effort in this area must be to encourage and facilitate the growth of
biotechnology research, development, and implementation," says Sen-
ator Albert Gore, Jr. "We are already beginning to face serious
competition from other nations for leadership in biotechnology. I, for
one, am determined that we remain in the forefront. The government
should help guide biotechnology, but it must not control it."

Industry leaders share these convictions, pointing out that the
United States' current lead in converting the results of basic biomed-
ical research into commercial products is fragile. (Chapter 10 discusses
international competition in biotechnology in more detail.) They assert
that if the government imposes burdensome regulations on biotechnol-
ogy, new products will take longer to reach the marketplace.
Biotechnology firms in countries with less encumbering regulations
could then catch up with and surpass their American counterparts,
securing patents and market presences that would thereafter be denied